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ICAR-Directorate of Medicinal and 

Aromatic Plants Research (DMAPR), Anand, 

Gujarat celebrated its Silver Jubilee Foundation 

Day on November 24, 2016.  

 

The inaugural session of this event was 

held at the Auditorium of ICAR-DMAPR in 

which Dr. T. Janikiram, Assistant Director 

General (Hort. Science), ICAR was the Chief 

Guest. Smt. Shomita Biswas, Chief Executive 

Officer, National Medicinal Plants Board 

(NMPB), Ministry of AYUSH, Government of 

India was the Guest of Honor. Dr. N.C. Patel, 

Vice Chancellor, Anand Agricultural university 

(AAU), Anand presided over the function. Dr G P. 

Rao, Principal Scientist, IARI, New Delhi was 

special guest. Dr. Jitendra Kumar, Director and 

Project co-ordinator, ICAR-DMAPR, Anand was 

present. 

Important dignitaries, Dr. Rajendra Gupta, 

Formerly Project Co-ordinator, All India Co-

ordinated Research Project on Medicinal and 

Aromatic Plants, Dr. K.C. Dalal, Formerly 

Director, National Research Center on Medicinal 

and Aromatic Plants, Dr. K. B. Katheria, Director  

of Research, Anand Agricultural University 

(AAU), Anand, Dr. K.P. Patel, Dean and 

Principal, BA college of Agriculture, AAU, 

Anand, Heads and professors of various 

departments from AAU, Anand and Heads of 

ICAR organizations located in Gujarat, scientists 

and staff of ICAR-DMAPR, Anand, the print and 

visual media were present on this occasion. 

 

At the outset, Dr. Jitendra Kumar, 

Director, ICAR-DMAPR, Anand welcomed the 

chief guest and other dignitaries and outlined the 

25 years journey of the Directorate.  

Dr. G P. Rao, Principal Scientist, IARI 

appreciated the efforts of the DMAPR and said 

need for co-operation among all the stakeholders 

of medicinal and aromatic plants for the growth 

and development of the sector. 

 Smt. Shomita Biswas, Chief Executive 

Officer, NMPB applauded the initiatives taken by 

the Directorate in the field of medicinal and 

aromatic plants. She highlighted the importance of 

medicinal plants in AYUSH for ensuring health 

security. She also expressed that the research in 



medicinal plants sector should be more focused on 

development of agro-economics, conservation, 

varietal development, post harvest management 

including drying, storage, packaging and 

transportation, species substitution, good 

agricultural practices and quality certification in 

plants are in great demands. She also suggested to 

develop a profitable model for intercropping and 

agro-forestry using medicinal and aromatic plants 

for its implementation through National Agro-

Forestry Mission. 

 

Dr. Janikiram, Assistant Director General (Hort. 

Science), ICAR, in his address appreciated 

progress of the Directorate. He suggested the need 

for interaction among all the stakeholders, 

international collaborations and introduction of 

high-tech technology for the growth and 

development the sector. He also suggested to 

develop a policy to resolve the marketing raw 

drugs of medicinal plants and other issues in the 

value chain of medicinal plants.  

Dr. N. C. Patel in express his complements 

on this occasion. He stressed that there is a need 

for commercial cultivation and in situ 

conservation of medicinal plants. He also 

highlighted the opportunities for medicinal plants 

development in Gujarat and suggested 

development of model processing plants for 

medicinal plants in the region. 

On this occasion, Medicinal and Aromatic 

Plants Association of India (MAPAI), Anand in 

collaboration with Society for Conservation and 

Resource Development of Medicinal Plants, New 

Delhi organized a workshop on “Medicinal Plants: 

Farmers to Consumers” at the Directorate.   

In the end, Dr. P. Manivel, Principal 

Scientist, ICAR-DMAPR, proposed the vote of 

thanks. 

(Source: ICAR-DMAPR, Anand) 




